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ilm star and queen of quirkiness Diane Keaton speaks to Eva Mackevic about
becoming a mother in her fifties, her obsession with fashion and her latest
film, Hampstead. 

Diane Keaton’s first major role might have been as Al Pacino’s complex wife Kay in
The Godfather, but it was after a string of comedies including Annie Hall that every
Woody Allen fan developed a crush on the kooky, neurotic girl in the fedora hat and
baggy trousers. When talking to Diane, it’s safe to say that every single one of them
would fall even deeper in love with her in person.

Delightfully chatty, bubbly and self-deprecating, she goes off on unexpected tangents
and you never know where she might land in the end—be it Pinterest or her fashion
idol Karl Lagerfeld. 

“He’s a genius. I once saw a film of one of their runway shows and when he comes out
at the end he’s completely covered—every part of his body except for a small part of
his head, OK? That’s what I identify with. When I saw him, I thought, OK, there I
am,” she tells me about her obsession with covering herself head-to-toe with gloves,
shoes and scarves. “You’ve got to shut me up if I go on and on,” she adds, laughing. 

After starring in a slew of successful Woody Allen comedies, Diane expanded her
range as a dramatic performer in films such as Reds and Marvin’s Room—both of
which earned her Oscar nominations—as well as proving herself as a director and a
producer. 

 

 

"Here I am, having done something that I said was horrible—you do these things
and they change your life"

 

 

In her latest film, Hampstead, she stars as Emily—an American widow living in
London’s Hampstead Heath who, betrayed by her late husband and in deep financial
debt, befriends Donald, a man living in a self-made shack, who inspires her to rethink
her whole life. It’s a story about a woman who takes back control and rebuilds her life
at an older age, deciding not to settle for fake friends or controlling men. 

“I do identify with Emily in a sense of being a coward. She’s kind of a coward in the
beginning. She doesn’t tell the truth. It’s easy for me to identify with her problems
because they’re the problems that I feel I also have. She’s a modified version of me. 

“She’s as much a victim of her life as Donald is. She’s in trouble too. She’s not able to
pay her rent, she was betrayed by her husband, she has a difficult time even with her
son because he’s making her feel inadequate. That one incident when they meet
opens up a whole new world. It’s a really good story about that certain point in your
life when you feel that nothing will ever change for you, that you’re stuck forever, that
you’re older and you don’t really have any use in this world. But then you address
those issues you didn’t want to address and stop being afraid.”

I wonder aloud whether her character Emily’s bold decision to turn her life around
resonates with Diane on a personal level. After a number of high-profile relationships
with Hollywood stars such as Al Pacino, Warren Beatty and Woody Allen, she’s
currently a single mother of the two children she adopted in her fifties. 

“Adopting my son and daughter late in life—and single—had a transformative effect
on me. I’m not doing what seems to be the normal route of being 71. I have a 16-year-
old son and a 21-year-old daughter. They’re still forming in some way, so you have to
stay really interested and energetic and open to new thoughts and ideas all the time
because of them. Also, the fact that I never married makes me unusual and then to go
and have a family on my own—it’s probably not recommended, I don’t think that a lot
of people do that,” she laughs. 

Diane hasn’t always been this positive about becoming a parent at an older age, and
single. Just a few decades earlier, she considered it a crazy idea. “I remember when I
was about 40, somebody told me about someone who adopted a baby at 50 and I
remember saying, ‘Well that’s just ridiculous!’ I feel like that was a lesson in itself.
Don’t judge…you know, just don’t judge, because here I am, having done something
that I said was horrible, or wrong, or a mistake. You do these things and they do
change your life and attitude.” 

This is one of the many similarities between her and Hampstead’s Emily, who also
forces herself to re-evaluate the issues that she stubbornly refused to address at first.
Playing parts that resemble her in real life seems to be a familiar trope for Diane, who
has frequently chosen characters that reflect her charming quirks and idiosyncrasies.
“I’m a certain kind of performer. I’m a limited performer,” she says. 

Perhaps one of the most instantly noticeable connections between fact and fiction is
that unique fashion sense. A huge style icon, Diane is known for her androgynous
outfits: big, masculine power suits, hats, and high-collar shirts forever covering her
neck. In real life, she claims, she goes even further than that. 

“I think I’ve gone a more extreme route with my fashion interests. I go kind of far,
constantly covering myself. I love fashion, you know. I’m curious about all of it. Now
my big idol is Comme des Garçons and I just like those big skirts and those big
dresses—I’m totally into that. And there’s also a woman in London whose work I
really love. She has a store called Egg.”

Fashion aside, Diane has several outside interests, mostly revolving around visual
arts. She’s previously edited a book showcasing her collection of amateur clown
paintings, and her upcoming work titled The House That Pinterest Built is a how-to
volume on creating one’s dream home. 

“I’m a big fan of Pinterest and many of my ideas came from there. Since I have no real
education as an architect, I get all my ideas from images and I always have. I’ve done
a lot of restorations of houses, I kind of moved around too much—probably not great
for kids, but you know, they always stayed in the same schools.

 

 

"Acting is a responsibility—and with that comes a set of conflicted feelings"

 

 

“If I’d had an education, I’d have been a designer. I would’ve tried to. Would I be an
architect? I don’t think my math skills are good enough. Could I have been a fashion
designer? I don’t know. I just don’t have the education. My education is basically that
I graduated from high school, and from there, I went to acting school. Because I
think that the performing part came first.”

While starting out as a young actress, Diane also had a strong ambition to become a
singer, regularly moonlighting at New York nightclubs with a singing act, which she
subsequently recreated in films such as Annie Hall and Radio Days. 

Yet she doesn’t really think much of herself as a singer with artists like Adele around.
“It’s ludicrous to have a voice like hers, so amazing. So many people are so gifted—
and then they can write music. So I’m not really a singer but I do love it.”

When I ask her if she loves acting just as much, I get a straight-up “No”.

“Too much work. Because I do it, I don’t think of it like it’s love…it’s my job. So all of
these other things I was talking about—I love. Because I’m an outsider looking in, I
dabble in them as best as I can and they thrill me and they’re the fun part of my life.
But acting is a responsibility. And with that comes a set of conflicted feelings.

“To me, the other actors are the most important people. It’s not about me, it’s who I’m
acting with. And how I respond with them and they respond with me and how we
together make something of these characters we’re playing. To me that’s the most fun
—other actors.”

I compliment Diane on Hampstead, saying that I found her performance to be warm
and spirited, and she bursts out laughing in giddy disbelief. “What? Oh, this is the
nicest thing anybody’s said to me! Well that makes me feel great, thank you!” 

While Diane Keaton’s signature Annie Hall-style natter and eccentricity are thrilling
to experience first-hand, it’s her human kindness and sincerity that make up her
unmistakable appeal.

 

Like us on Facebook  and follow us on Twitter  for more celebrity stories

Enjoyed this story? Share it!

This post contains affiliate links, so we may earn a small commission when you make a

purchase through links on our site at no additional cost to you. Read our disclaimer

Up Next

A brief history of Slayer
BY READERS DIGEST

All you need to know about tap dancing
BY READERS DIGEST

More from Film & TV

Interview with Jenny Seagrove, star of
Another Mother's Son
BY READERS DIGEST

5 Unmissable films this June
BY READERS DIGEST

Cult films to see before you die: The
Third Man
BY JAMES OLIVER

Exclusive interview: Naomi Watts –
Middle-aged star of While We’re Young
BY FARHANA GANI

Don't miss anything: Get the latest stories by email | Magazine subscription from £3

Launched in 1922, Reader's Digest has built
100 years of trust with a loyal audience and
has become the largest circulating magazine
in the world

TOPICS

Health

Food & Drink

Lifestyle

Travel

Culture

Inspire

Money

Fun & Games

Reader Offers

COMPANY

About Us

Contact Us

Reader's Digest FAQs

Press Releases

Newsletter Sign-Up

Terms & Conditions

Competition Rules

COMMERCIAL

Reader Offers

Reader's Digest Subscription Offer

Reader's Digest Magazine

Reader's Digest - Advertise With Us

Affiliate Program

PRIVACY

Privacy Policy

Cookie Policy

Fair Processing Notice

Disclaimers

Reader’s Digest is a member of the Independent Press Standards Organisation (which regulates the UK’s magazine and newspaper industry). We abide by the Editors’ Code of Practice and are committed to upholding the highest standards of journalism. If you think that

we have not met those standards, please contact 0203 289 0940. If we are unable to resolve your complaint, or if you would like more information about IPSO or the Editors’ Code, contact IPSO on 0300 123 2220 or visit ipso.co.uk

SHARE

Listen to this Article

SPONSORED

SPONSORED

↗ ↗

↗

The world at your fingertips SUBSCRIBE

HEALTH FOOD & DRINK LIFESTYLE TRAVEL CULTURE INSPIRE MONEY FUN & GAMES READER OFFERS

Privacy

https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/culture
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/culture/film-tv
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/culture/music/a-brief-history-of-slayer
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/culture/art-theatre/all-you-need-to-know-about-tap-dancing
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/culture/film-tv/interview-with-jenny-seagrove-star-of-another-mothers-son
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/culture/film-tv/5-unmissable-films-this-june
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/culture/film-tv/cult-films-to-see-before-you-die-the-third-man
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/culture/film-tv/exclusive-interview-naomi-watts-middle-aged-star-of-while-were-young
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/newsletter-signup
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/subscribe
https://www.facebook.com/readersdigestuk
https://twitter.com/readersdigestUK
https://www.instagram.com/readersdigest_uk
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/health
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/food-drink
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/lifestyle
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/lifestyle/travel
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/culture
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/inspire
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/money
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/fun-games
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/lifestyle/reader-offers
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/about-us
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/contact-us
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/faqs
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/press-releases
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/newsletter-sign-up
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/terms-conditions
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/competition-rules
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/lifestyle/reader-offers
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/subscribe
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/magazine
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/advertise-with-us
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/affiliate-program
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/privacy-policy
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/cookie-policy
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/fair-processing-notice
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/disclaimers
https://www.facebook.com/readersdigestuk
https://twitter.com/readersdigestUK
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/subscribe
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/podcast
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/health
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/food-drink
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/lifestyle
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/lifestyle/travel
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/culture
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/inspire
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/money
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/fun-games
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/lifestyle/reader-offers
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/
https://www.readersdigest.co.uk/culture/film-tv/diane-keaton-just-dont-judge#

